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The Skipper

ON SAN FMNCISCO BAY wINDs R€CUI-ARTY BLOW 25 KNOTS AND SMRLING
rides creare a chop rhat can rurn even high-tech mega-yachrs into floundering barhtub
boars. This 4oo-square-mile inland sea has been called the Mount Everesrofsail ing
which makes it the perfect place forAnthony Sandberg to operate a sailing school.

"lfyou were going to stan a ski school, well, you could do it where there's just a
rope row" he says, "bur rhat's nor as much fun."

Ever since he founded rhe Olympic Circle Sail ing Club (OCSC) in 1979 wirh
a single borrowed J/24 sailboat, Sandberg has helped to redefine what it means to
confidently harness the wind, safely experience the freedom ofthe warer-and have
a whole lot o[ fun. In 3o years OCSC has grown into one ofthe world's premier sail-
ing schools, wirh a fleet of 5o boats based in Berkeley. OCSC now has a staffof 8o
who have raughr more rhan z5,ooo adults how to sail.Along the way Sandberg has
also imparred some lessons on the importance ofadventure, the preciousness ofthe
plaoer and rhe value of existentialism.

"The loneliesr thing is ro be rhat person looking in the mirror and wonderingwho
you are," says Sandberg, 6o. 'And the most expansive thing is to be looking so farout
inro rhe universe so as ro be looking ar everything.As a sailor, that's what I'm doing."

ANTHONY SANDBERG NEVERTOOK A FORMAL SAILING LESSON, BUT HE WAS,
from his earliesr memorv. immersed in the cu]ture of rhe ocean offWaikiki Beach

At the he lm of  h is  San Franc isco sa i l ing school ,  Anthony Sandberg '7r

char ts  a  new course for  would-be sa i lors .  By SARAH TuFF

in Honolulu, where his father was a chef
at the Royal Hawaiian hotel. "l grew r,rp
as a water baby," says Sandberg, whose
dad would wake him for a bodysurfing
session and a plate ofeggs and rice from
a Chinese lean-ro before elementary
school, where no shoes were required.
Later rheyd walk thedocks and talkwith
Dutch and lrish sailors or go ro parries
for the Transpacific Yacht Race. "l re-
member, at 4 or 5," says Sandberg, "hav-

ing an intuit ive sense about sail ing."
Sandberg's junior high and high

school years, however, were spent in
the Lake Tahoe area, where his farher
thoughr he would receive a berrereduca-
tion. This is partly how Sandberg ended
up at Danmouth in t967 "Because I was
a skier and I loved the outdoors ir was
kind ofa natural choice," he says. "l also
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like green-it's my favorire color."
A political science major, Sand-

berg became embroiled in war protests.
When he wasn'r harnessing rhe wind
on Lake Mascoma as a member of the
sailing team, rowing as a crew mem-
ber, skiing around Hanover or rraveling
abroad-Cosra fu ca, Turkey, Greece-he
was marching in Washingron, D.C., and
other ciries. Sandberg, in fact, did nor
officially graduate, having missed a class
due to antiwar work during rhe r97o
U,S. invasion ofCambodia. For rhe nexr
seven years he sailed in Europe, served
in rhe Peace Corps in Nepal, applied ro

he enjoys life-squeezing every momenr
out of it-and develops relationships."

Larry kdgerwood, a lormer OCSC
client who is now a member and parr-
tirne insrructor, chose the club over
several others in the Bay Area as a place
to learn sailing because of rhe way
he was treated when he 6rsr walked
rhrough rhe door. "Other places woutd
Iaunch into how great tley were," he
says. '[The OCSC srafrl said,'Why are
.7oa interested in sailing?'" Sandberg,
says Ledgerwood-and a host of other
former OCSC students-exudes rhe
exact sort of confidence necessary ro

Sandbery believes the responsibiliry
of the sailiig indusury is to'

foster an eco-minded culnrre.
law and business schools, was offered
Lloyd's of London training and started
scvcral companies (sponing goods, so-
lar insrallarion,learher) be[ore his farher
told rhe z9-ycar-old to choose one thing
abour which ro be rruly passionate.

Sandberg wenr camping on Cali[or-
nia's north coast for a couple ofweeks to
mullirover"l thought abour sailing," he
says. "l thought,' l can reinvenr sailing.l
can change this from a spon where only
rich people have access. Ir's too good to
be kept secret.' "

The resuh was OCSC, which shuns
the elitism common ro sailing. In May
2oo8 Outsidc magazine called rhe or-
ganizarion one of thc ro best medium-
sized companies ro work lor in the coun-
rry "lr's really powerful ro work here,"
says club manager David Lang, who,
once a landlubber, was inspired by the
()rrtsrrlc anicle ro dirch his real-esrare job
in Los Angcles and scek cmployment
lrom Sandberg. He lollows his dreams,

become a competent sailor.
"He believes thar rhe responsibiliry

oIrhe skipper is to make a climatewhere
people can feel safe," says Ledgerwooc,
who has traveled to rhe Brirish Virgin
Islands, Greece and Antarctica with
Sandberg. Thanks to Sandberg's belief
in srepping outside his comforr zone to
go heli-hiking in the Canadian Rockies
or kayaking in the Gdapagos, OCSC
now organizes adventures around the
world.

Sandberg says ir's actually prerry
easy to leave his business behind and
panake in rhese advenrures- his busi-
ness partner Rich Jepsen and the rest of
the OCSC staffhave the confidence and
ralenr to keep things running. 'We share
the same values o[ our personal healrh
and balance and having fun," says Sand-
berg. "hi a happy place here, and ir's a
mark of a good business wirh enough
momentum that we can trust each orher
and leave."

"Sandberg rruly sees rhe bigger pic-
rure," says Angelique Belluomini, a lor-
mer OCSC student and currenr member
ofthe club. "He has a proactive approach
about getring people our inro rhe world
and all its splendor"

lri apparenr rhat Sandberg also
believes the responsibiliry of rhe sair-
ing industry is to foster an eco-minded
culture rhar gives back ro rhis splendor
It is a wind-driven activiry after all,
and Sandberg helps to ensure rhat sai'-
ors' impact on the environmenr is even
softer through using nontoxic painrs,
banning overboard pumping and join-
ing wirh Seacology, the Bay Insrirure
and other conservation organizations
to promote the protection ofthe world's
oceans. "There are ways to sail and rhere
are ways ro sailwen cleaner," says Sand-
berg. "l look at our mission as educating
people about thar."

Sandbergalso promores green values
bysharing his roys.The 5o OCSCyachts
see far more use rhan nearly wery other
ar rhe Berkeley marina, and Sandberg
also Iets nonprofir groups such as a local
women's shelterand food bankuseOCSC
facilities for meetings. Though Sandberg
has no children or grandchildren of his
own, he has helped ro teach hundreds of
inner-ciry kids ro sail through his wort<
wirh the nonprofit Treasure lsland Sail-
ing Center and a parrnership with the
YMCA that aims to teach swimming to
4,5oo rhird-graders in the Easr Bay. "lf

you can swim or sail or row you now ger
ro be playful and expand your universe,"
says Sandberg, "To have your world
end at rhe shore is such a shame."

SAMH TUFF, (o-a,rtroro/ror Best Our-
door Towns (Corn tryr an Press), leamed to
milon Nanagansett Bay in Rhode kland. She
livcs in Shelbume, Vermont, with hcr husband
and tuo youngchildren.
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